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SIDNEY’S PATENT BEER MUG
Peter Hayward

In 1832, George Sands Sidney (P513912) of the Willows,
Brixton Road, South London lodged ‘provisional' patent
specification 1087 of 1852 for ‘Improvements in Jugs or
Vessels for Containing Liquids’.  He did not pursue i, but
instead filed another, identical application the next year (1537
of 1833) which he did pursue. The object of the invention
WS 10s preride @ sneans for meaivimng and asceraining the quantity of
Iequid, such as beer, drawn inte & fug or pessel, notwithetanding any
head of froth, wiich ray be poared,

He achieved this by providing glass windews in the side of
the vessel. As one example, he showed (Fig, 1) a U-shaped
‘meral” misg {clearly pewter) with an oversize drum. At 907
relative to the handle he provided rove round glass windows
for half and full measure respectively. The windows could,
he said, have graduations, Rather unnecessarily, he also
provided two more windows on the opposite side {at 270° 1o
the handle), making four in all. His second example showed
the same idea applicd 1w a ching mug,
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1. Side view and cross section of the mug drawn in Sidney’s patent
#1537 of 1853

The only known pewter mug embodying this invention is
Hlustrated ovedeaf (Figs. 2 & 3). Ivis a development of
the deawing in the patent specification as it only has one
rectangular window not two rownd ones.  Frem a
manufacturing viewpoint, this simplification makes sense.
However, the mug would sill have been relatively
expensive o make because it noeds a special, oversize
drum and requires four extra manufacturing steps -
curting a hole in the side, cutting a small picce of glass,
making a pewter frame for it and mounting it over the
kale, It is not surprising, therefore, that it did not carch
on, which is confirmed by the fact that the logo Sidney's
Patent” is hand-engraved in cursive scripr. Had the mug
been mass-produced, this logo would be stamped, not
engraved.

The capacity to the brim is 22% in excess of an Imperial
pint. The glass has an engraved line one-third of the way
up, but the capacity to this line is 5% short of a pine. A
full pint is % way up the window, and interestingly the
word ‘Pint’ and 2 short line are engraved alongside the
window at this point. Perhaps this was an experimental
vessel, and Mr Sidney discovered it was not casy to get
the engraved line on the glass in the right place!

The patent says that the invention: mvedds that diggeriing
practice, o preeadent, of bWowing imto the vessel fo acertain the
exctent fo wibich o versed 5 filfed

This may sound difficult to believe, but it was clearly true
beeause nearly forty vears larer Donald Mackintosh, a
wine and spirit merchant of Glasgow, filed patent 1635
of 18H to overcome the same problem. The patent
specification starts: IFen sring the beer measires as beretafors
e, the barman is either in the Dabit of blowing aw the beer in
onder do ascerfain i the required quatity i being sappdied to the
ensicmers ar be, perbaps, gives an extra pudl of the prmp 5o a5 to
stppsly swfficient fgnid fo compensare for the froth. lo the former
case the ibuding i rery olyectionabl, ar if the bararan i sffering
Jrome disease, be d5 very apd fo comemsnicate coslaninative fa the
liguid and 50 fo the castomver; in the latter case by constantly giving
a soadl exctrar sapyply e prafits wocrsing from the sade of the liquid
are gither entively ot or terivusly dimemivbed,

Vessels with windows were not wtally new in 1853, Two
bowle-capacity measures with  windows  have  been
recorded which must be earlier as they have baluster
bodies . However, these were wsed for a somewhar
different purpose.
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2. Side view of Sidney’s patent mug. Height to rim 150mm,. 3. Close-up of the Sidney’s patent mug



